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Preface 



The 29th Annual Report to Congress on the Implemen tation of the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act, 2007* follows the 2006 — i.e., the 28th annual report — in sequence. The 29th Annual 
Report to Congress is, however, the first to have three volumes. In the 28th and earlier editions, vol. 2 
consisted of data tables and data notes for Parts B and C. With the 2007 or 29th annual report, vol. 2 now 
contains only Part B data tables and data notes and vol. 3 contains data tables and data notes for Part C. 

Vol. 1 presents a picture of how children and students are being served under the law nationwide 
and provides profiles of individual states’ special education environments and early intervention settings. 
It also includes tables of states rank-ordered by their reported data on exiting, dropouts, educational 
environments and early intervention services and settings. Lastly, it contains abstracts of research projects 
funded by the National Center for Special Education Research and other studies and evaluations for 
assessing implementation and effectiveness of key programs and activities supported under the 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). 

Vols. 2 and 3 of the 29th Annual Report to Congress consist of tables that also were compiled 
from data provided by the states. Such data are required under the law. In fact, the collection and analysis 
of these data are the primary means by which the Office of Special Education Programs monitors 
activities under IDEA , thereby helping to ensure the free and appropriate public education of all children 
with disabilities. 

Data tables in vol. 2 cover a multitude of topics regarding states’ implementation of IDEA , 

Part B; data tables in vol. 3 cover a multitude of topics regarding states’ implementation of IDEA, Part C. 
In the analysis of data presented in vol. 1, there are frequent references to specific tables in vols. 2 and 3 
as sources. In that sense, vols. 2 and 3 can be used as appendices to vol. 1. 

However, the tables in vols. 2 and 3 provide much more extensive data than are referenced in 
vol. 1 . As such, they may be used by anyone interested in doing further analysis of state activities funded 
under IDEA. 



The year in the title reflects the U.S. Department of Education’s target year for submitting the report to Congress. 
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Data Sources Used in This Report 



The text and graphics contained in the 29th Annual Report to Congress were developed primarily 
from 2004/2005 data 1 in the Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) Data Analysis System 
(DANS). DANS is a repository for all of the data mandated by the Individuals with Disabilities Education 
Act (IDEA) to be collected from states annually. These data include the number of infants and toddlers 
being served under Part C of IDEA and the settings in which they receive program services as well as 
their transition at age 3 out of Part C. The states also report early intervention services provided to this 
population. For Part B, states report the number of children and students who are being served, the 
educational environments in which they receive education, disciplinary actions that affect them, 
information on their exiting the program and the personnel providing educational services to them. As 
they have in previous years, most states submitted 2004/2005 data used in this report to OSEP, which 
places such data in DANS. However, with the 2004/2005 data collection, several states submitted data 
held in DANS through EDFacts, a U.S. Department of Education initiative to consolidate the collection 
of kindergarten through grade 12 education program information about states, districts and schools. OSEP 
is part of this initiative and is in the process of transitioning data collection that is required under IDEA , 
Section 618, to EDFacts. For the 2005 Part B Child Count, 19 states 2 submitted data through EDFacts', 13 
states 3 submitted 2005 Part B Educational Environments data through ED Facts', and 14 states 4 submitted 
2004-05 Part B Exiting data through ED Facts. 

All Part B and Part C data submitted by states to OSEP, whether via ED Facts or DANS, are 
stored in DANS. Data in the DANS database are not accessible by the public. DANS data used in this 
report are tabulated from data collection forms; they are not published reports. All federal data collection 
forms must be approved by the Office of Management and Budget (OMB). The OMB approval number 
for each of the forms is provided in the source citation. Note that Part B and C data submitted via DANS 
or ED Facts are based on the same data collection forms. For more information on IDEA, Part B and Part 
C data collections, data handling and verification procedures and tables produced from those data tables, 
go to www.ideadata.org. 



1 For collection dates of 2004/2005 Part B data, see chart on next page. 

2 Alaska, California, Delaware, Idaho, Maine, Massachusetts, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, New Mexico, North Dakota, 
Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Dakota, Vermont, Virginia, West Virginia and Wisconsin. 

3 Alaska, California, Massachusetts, Missouri, Montana, New Mexico, North Dakota, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, 
South Dakota, West Virginia and Wisconsin. 

4 California, Delaware, Idaho, Maine, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, North Dakota, Rhode Island, South Dakota, Vermont, 
Virginia, West Virginia and Wyoming. 
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